
UTE INDIAN PRAYER TREE 

PRESENTATION 

Date: Sunday, July 31st, 2016 

Time: 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  
      50 minute presentation  
      30 minutes questions 
            book signing 

Cost: A donation of $10 is  
suggested, not required.  
Proceeds to go the 
preservation of open 
space in 80118 

Location: Perry Park CC  
7047 Perry Park Blvd.  
Larkspur, CO  80118 
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Photo Caption: John Wesley Anderson with a Ute Indian Prayer Tree in Monument 

Culturally Modified Trees -  
also known as Ute Indian prayer trees – include twisted, bent and 
purposefully distorted pine trees found throughout Colorado. For 
untold generations, Ute Indians in the Larkspur Area have skillfully 
modified trees for navigational, spiritual, medicinal, nutritional and 
educational purposes. Specific uses include marking trails or burial 
sites, signaling nearby water sources or medicinal plants, and indi-
cating sacred sites. Modifications include bending a sapling and 
tying it down or “banding” a tree with cords. Join us as John Wes-
ley Anderson shares a presentation based on his recently published 
book, Ute Indian Prayer Trees of the Pikes Peak Region. This talk is 
not just a story about culturally modified trees; it’s about the ad-
vanced culture of the deeply spiritual people behind the trees.  
 
An author and consultant, John Wesley Anderson retired from 
Lockheed Martin in 2012 to launch a consulting business, allowing 
him the freedom to pursue his love of history. Prior to working 10 
years in the corporate world, Anderson served two terms as the 
elected Sheriff for El Paso County, Colorado (term-limited in 2003). 
Although Anderson has traveled around the world, including 3 cor-
porate security assignments into a combat zone on the Horn of Af-
rica, he is most fascinated by the rich history he has discovered in 
the American Southwest. 

Presented by John Wesley Anderson  

Mark your Calendar!

Public is invited!


